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EDITORDEN

“Yazar Calismalari”, bagimsiz bir ilgi ve calisma
alani olarak bilhassa 19. yuzyilin ikinci yarisin-
dan itibaren Avrupa’da ortaya ¢ikmistir. Yazar
cemiyetleri, yazarlarin ismi etrafinda kurulan
dergiler, yillik calismalari seklinde baslayan ilk
ilgiler; klasik filoloji arastirmalarinin, filolojik
yontemin, ¢agdas sosyal bilim yénteminin ve
araglarinin yazar arastirmalarina taginmasiyla
bir arastirma alanina dontsmustur.” II. Dunya
Savasl sonrasinda matbuat ve yayin sahasinin
devasa odlgekte genislemesi, yazar calismalari-
nin giderek sistemli arastirmalarin yaratulda-
g surekli bir arastirma alanina ve bir disiplin
héaline gelmesini dogurmus, arastirmalarin
ihtiya¢ duydugu ekonomi-politik temeli sag-
lamistir.

Kemal Tahir Calismalari Dergisi'nin ilk sayisi
edebiyat cevrelerinden baslayarak akademi-
de ve kulttr hayatimizda ciddi bir ilgi ve bege-
ni ile karsilandi. Geng kusak arastirmacilarin
hem dergiye ilgisi hem de actiklari tartisma
alanlarinin gérdugu alaka ve begeni dergi
mutfaginda olan bizleri ziyadesiyle sevindirdi.
Kemal Tahir, Turk edebiyatinda sahip oldugu
glcli konumuyla, okunurluguyla, strekli ilgi
gdrmesiyle ters orantili olarak ATUT, Kemalizm
elestirisi, Dogu-Bati catismasi gibi tartismalara
hapsedilmis durumdadir. Bu hapsolus tartis-
malarin butin kiymetlerine ragmen yazarin
edebi glicinin romanda, Turk romaninda

yaptiklarinin, yapmak istediklerinin anlasil-
masinin 6ntne gecmekte, golgelemektedir.
Kemal Tahir Calismalari biraz da Kemal Tahir'in
sanatinin, edebiyatinin daha bir anlasilirhgini
temin edecek, yeni okumalara, yeni arastir-
malara ve tartismalara imkan vermek ama-
ayla tasarlandi. Nitekim ilk sayida Mustafa
B. Bozkurt arkadasimizin “Kemal Tahir'in Ka-
badayilari” temali yazisi> tam da bu anlamda
Kemal Tahir'in gercek olgulari kurguya tasima-
daki basarisina isaret ettigi kadar hayata, so-
kaga ne denli vukufiyetle midahil oldugunun,
gozlem ve ¢ézimleme gucundn yuksekligini
de ortaya koymaktadir. Ayni sekilde Zeynep
Zengin'in Esir Sehrin insanlari eksenli “Kamil
Beyin Agaclar” konulu yazisi® sadece bir ro-
man karakteri Gzerinden dénemin fikri ve his-
si panoramasini vermekle kalmaz; Kemal Ta-
hir'in resimle, estetikle kurdugu iliski duzeyini
de bize verir. Oykiicii ve akademisyen ilker
Aslan'in “Arabaci” éykuisiine odaklanan yazisi*
cagdas sosyal bilimin imkaniyla ve araclariyla
Kemal Tahir'in dykucaliguni kurcalamakta,
yeni tartisma ve calisma alanlarina isaret et-
mektedir.

Bu sayimizda dogrudan Kemal Tahir ve eserle-
rine odaklanan bes adet makale yer almakta.
Tolga Yildiz “Bir Mulkiyet Kalesi” romanini geli-
simsel psikoloji, aile sistemleri teorisi, biyoeko-
lojik yaklasim ve anlati psikolojisi cercevesinde
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¢ozumllyor; ¢ok farkh bir okumanin kapisini
araliyor. Tolga Yildiz bu vadideki okumalarini
derginin gelecek sayilarinda yer almak Uzere
strdurecek. Kemal Tahir eserlerini yerlesik
okumalardan ve tartigsmalardan farkl bakig
acllarindan ¢6zimleme girisimleri baglamin-
da ikinci yazimiz, askerf sosyolog Baris Ates'in
Yorgun Savas¢i odakl yazisi. Barig Ates, Yor-
gun Savas¢min yorgunlugunu irdeliyor. Meh-
met Glven Avci, Kemal Tahir ¢alismalarinda
kritik bir noktayr arastirtyor: Kemal Tahir'in
1938 Donanma Davasi'na kadar olan suregte
Turk sol cevreleriyle iliskisine odaklaniyor. Bir
baska yazimiz daha dnce pek kurcalanmamig
olan bir konuya odaklaniyor. Fatma Kahra-
manoglu, Kemal Tahirin Fransizcadaki seru-
venini genis bir sekilde ele aliyor. Kemal Ta-
hir, Turkiye'de hapishane edebiyatinda acik
ara en 6nce gelen yazarimiz. Erman Saygili,
Esir Sehrin insanlari ve Esir Sehrin Mahpusu
romanlarini  hapishane odakli arastirma-
sinda “Kemal Tahir roman serisinin blyuk
oranda hapishane mekansal butinlGgune ve
mahkdm olma deneyimine yer vermesinden
dolayr dénemin anlati geleneginden keskin
bir kopusla birlikte aykiri ve 6zgun bir nokta-
da yer aldigi"ni agiga cikariyor.

Bu sayimizda yazar calismalari baglaminda
yer alacak U¢ yazimiz daha olacakti. Mutfak
calismalarinin uzun bir stirece yayllmasindan
dolay! bu yazilarimiza bu sayida yer veremi-

[N

yoruz. Ahmet Mithat ¢alismalarina odaklanan
kapsamli bir yazi, yine Ahmet Mithat'in felsefi
metinleriyle ilgili kritik bir makale ve Kemal
Tahir'in erken donem edebiyat cevreleriyle
kurdugu iligkiler ve Gegit Dergisi cevresi te-
mali yazi mutfak streci tamamlanir tamam-
lanmaz yayimlanacaktir.

Ocak 2027 sayimiz Bir Milkiyet Kalesi dosya-
siyla ¢ikacak. Bir Miilkiyet Kalesi hem Kemal
Tahir'in dinyasina giris hem Milli Mucadele
edebiyatina bir baslangi¢, ayni zamanda Yor-
gun Savascr'yl énceleyen, okuru 1919 kosulla-
rina hazirlayan kritik bir Kemal Tahir metni-
dir. Bir Miilkiyet Kalesi Kemal Tahir metinleri
arasinda savas, cephe, ordu, subay, alt Ust
iliskileri konusuna en fazla odaklanan eser-
dir. Bu nedenle dosyada askerf tarihgiler ve
askeri sosyologlarla daha yakin bir ¢alisma
arzusu igindeyiz.

Haziran sayisinin hazirlanmasinda ¢ok fazla
emek var. Yazarlarimiza, hakemlerimize, ha-
kem surecini titizlikle ydneten Ali Riza San’a,
her asamada siirece omuz veren Salih Unu-
var'a, Mehmet Guven Avcr'ya ve Adem Baspi-
nar'a ¢ok tesekkur ederim.

Ocak 2027 sayisinda bulusmak Gzere.
iyi okumalar.

ismail Cogkun
Bas Editér
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EDITORIAL

Author studies emerged in Europe as an
independent field of interest and research,
particularly since the second half of the
19th century. Initial interests such as author
societies, journals centered on specific
authors, and annual publications evolved
into a full-fledged field of research as
classical philological studies, philological
methods, with contemporary social science
methods and tools being applied to the
study of authors." The massive expansion of
the publishing sector following World War Il
led to the emergence of author studies as a
continuous field of research and a discipline
in its own right in which systematic research
has been conducted, and this expansion also
provided the necessary political and economic
foundations for such studies.

The first issue of the Kemal Tahir Calismalari
[Kemal Tahir Studies] has been met with
serious interest and appreciation, starting
in literary circles and extending to academia
and Turkish cultural life. Both the interest
the younger generation of researchers in the
journal showed as well as the attention and
appreciation for the areas of discussion they
opened up have greatly delighted us here at
the journal's editorial office. Despite Kemal
Tahir's strong position in Turkish literature,
his readership, and the sustained interest
he commands, the author has found himself
confined to such debates as the Asiatic mode
of production, criticisms of Kemalism, and the
East-West conflict. Despite the value of these
debates, this confinement has hindered and

overshadowed an understanding of the
author's literary power, specifically what
he has achieved and sought to achieve in
his novels and Turkish fiction. Kemal Tahir
Studies was conceived partly to ensure a
clearer understanding of Kemal Tahir's art
and literature, as well as to facilitate new
readings, research, and discussions. Indeed,
our colleague Mustafa B. Bozkurt's article
titted Kemal Tahirin Kabadayilari [Kemal
Tahir's Thugs]? in the first issue highlights
not only Kemal Tahir's success in translating
real-life phenomena into fiction but also
demonstrates the depth of his engagement
with life and the streets, as well as the high
caliber of his observational and analytical
skills. Similarly, Zeynep Zengin's article titled
Kamil Beyin Agaclari [The Trees of Kamil Beyl?,
which focuses on Tahir's novel Esir Sehrin
insanlari [People of the Captive City], not
only presents the intellectual and emotional
panorama of the era through a single fictional
character but also reveals the depth of Kemal
Tahir's relationship with art and aesthetics.
Storyteller and academician ilker Aslan’s
essay focuses on Tahir's short story Arabaci
[The Coachman]®, explores Kemal Tahir's
storytelling through the lens of contemporary
social science, pointing to new areas for
discussion and research.

This issue features five articles that focus
directly on Kemal Tahir and his works. Tolga
Yildiz analyzes the novel Bir Miilkiyet Kalesi [A
Property Castle] through the frameworks of
developmental psychology, family systems

' For the history of the development of author-focused publications in Germany and France, see: Muhammed Fazil Bas, Single-Author
Focused, Regular Publications in Germany: A Statistical Introduction (https://doi.org/10.65552/ktc.2026.1.1.004); Habil Saglam,
Author-Centered Journals in French: A Bibliographical Essay (https://doi.org/10.65552/ktc.2026.1.1.007).

2 Mustafa B. Bozkurt, “Kemal Tahir's Thugs” Real Thugs and Thugs in Kemal Tahir's Novels (https://doi.org/10.65552/ktc.2026.1.1.006)

3Zeynep Zengin, Kamil Bey's Trees: The Intellectual and Emotional World of Esir Sehrin insanlari (https://doi.org/10.65552/
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4jlker Aslan, The Transformation of Labor, Gender Relations, and Provincial Ethics in Kemal Tahir's Short Story “Arabaci” (https://doi.

0rg/10.65552/ktc.2026.1.1.001)



theory, the bioecological approach, and
narrative psychology, opening the door
to a very different interpretation. Tolga
Yildiz will continue his explorations in this
vein in future issues of the journal. In the
context of efforts to analyze Kemal Tahir's
works from perspectives different from
established readings and discussions, our
second article is by military sociologist Baris
Ates and focuses on the novel Yorgun Savas¢i
[The Tired Warrior], examining the fatigue
depicted in Yorgun Savas¢ci. Mehmet Glven
Avci explores a critical aspect of Kemal Tahir's
work, focusing on Kemal Tahir's relationship
with Turkish leftist circles up until the 1938
Donanma Davasi [Turkiye's 1938 Case at
the Military Court of Naval Headquarters].
Another one of the journal's articles focuses
on a topic that has not been much explored
previously. Fatma Kahramanoglu extensively
examines the story of Kemal Tahir's journey
in French language. Kemal Tahir is by far the
foremost writer in Turkish prison literature.
Erman Saygili's prison-focused study of the
duology Esir Sehrin insanlari and Esir Sehrin
Mahpusu [Prisoner of the Captive City] reveals
the Kemal Tahir duology to occupy “a distinct
and original position, marking a sharp break
from the narrative tradition of the era, largely
due to its emphasis on the spatial integrity
of the prison setting and the experience of
imprisonment.”

We had planned to include three more
articles on authors in this issue. However,
due to the lengthy editorial process, we
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have been unable to include these. A
comprehensive article focusing on Ahmet
Mithat's works, a critical essay on Ahmet
Mithat's philosophical texts, and an article on
Kemal Tahir's relationships with early literary
circles and the magazine circular Gegit will
be published in a future issue as soon as the
editorial process is completed.

Our January 2027 issue will feature a special
issue on Bir Miilkiyet Kalesi. The novel Bir
Miilkiyet Kalesi serves as both an introduction
to Kemal Tahir's world as well as a gateway to
the literature of the War of Independence. It
is also a pivotal work from Kemal Tahir that
precedes his Yorgun Savas¢ and prepares
the reader for the conditions of 1919. Bir
Miilkiyet Kalesi is one of Kemal Tahir's texts
that focuses most intensely on the themes
of war, the front lines, the army, officers, and
hierarchical relationships. For this reason,
we hope to collaborate more closely with
military historians and military sociologists
on this special issue.

A great deal of effort went into preparing the
June issue. | would like to extend my sincere
thanks to our authors, our reviewers, Ali Riza
San for meticulously managing the peer-
review process, and Salih Unuvar, Mehmet
Glven Avcl, and Adem Bagpinar for their
support at every stage of the process.

See you in the January 2027 issue and happy
reading,

ismail Cogkun
Editor-in-Chief




